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By Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor

Happy 2009 to everyone! Every new year offers each
of us a new beginning — a truth that is part of the mes-
sage of Christianity, for God is a God of second
chances, who offers each of us new beginnings, too.

In Jesus Christ, we hear the story of God’s love for
humanity. God is too holy, righteous, just, pure, and
good to be approached by sinful humanity. Since hu-
man sin separates us from God, it was up to God to
Nowo Soar 7B, take the steps to reconcile human-

”///“W’/j ity to God. Instead of leaving us in
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/y/;m,w 2| our state of sin and hopelessness,

God became human in Jesus
| (which is what our celebration of
A Christmas is all about).
| Then, in an act of God’s self-
/ sacrifice, Jesus gave his life as
payment for our sins. Jesus took our sins upon himself
so that we could be forgiven, healed, and restored. As 1
Peter 2:24 says of Jesus, “He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, so that we might die to sin, and
live to righteousness. By his wounds, you have been
healed.”

The Apostle Paul, writing at 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, al-

Winter Weather Information

If winter weather is ever severe enough to make us
need to cancel church, we will s
notify television station WHSV-
TV3 in Harrisonburg to announce
the cancellation.

Also, in the event that churchi1s
canceled because of severe win- "~
ter weather, we will put a mes- . ,
sage on the church answering
machine, so you can call the « :
church office at 885-1648. Ordi- -
narily, we would make a decision - -,
to cancel church by 9:00 a.m.

In any case, please use common sense when we have
severe winter weather, even if you don’t see an an-
nouncement! Be safe, above all. If your own driveway
or street or road is hazardous, please do not take any
foolish or unnecessary risks.
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so talked about how God’s
saving work in Jesus took
away our old nature, and
clothed us in the righteous-
ness of Christ, reconciling
us to God, instead of leav-
ing us separated from God
by our sin.

Paul said, “Therefore, if
any are in Christ, they are a
new creation; the old has
passed away, behold, the
new has come. All this 1sWY€th€dd
from God, who through
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting to us the message of rec-
onciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We beg you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God” (see also Colossians 1:12
-29, especially verse 22).

This is one expression of the good news of the gospel
of Jesus Christ for the salvation of humankind. In Je-
sus, God came to us in order to save us from ourselves.
Because we can be forgiven when we sin, instead of
remaining guilty and hopeless forever, each of us is
able to, as the old song says, “pick yourself up, dust
yourself off, [and] start all over again.”

As we enter the new year, we have the chance to en-
gage in that annual human practice of making ‘“New
Year’s resolutions,” resolving (that is, promising to be
better people, and committing ourselves to putting
aside old, bad habits.

The new year will be filled with challenges. Some we
know already, as the nation and the world deal with the
greatest economic crisis since the Great Depression.
We can be sure, however, that other problems will
emerge — some affecting all of us, some affecting indi-
viduals and families.

God will be with us. May we resolve to be closer to
God this year, clothing ourselves in the righteousness
and love of Jesus Christ, who makes all things new.
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Minutes For Regular Session Meeting Held Nov. 20

Present: Elders Hannah Bush, Patsy Shull, Doris
Smith, Martha Sieck, Emerson Willard, Michael Fallin,
Michael Ruleman, John Hildebrand, Richard Rathburn,
Jon Arneson, Glenn Mader, Fred Smiley, Joan Wright;
Moderator Rev. Frank Wyche, Clerk of Session Alan
Mayer.

Excused: Elders David Moore, Jeff Simmons.

Absent: Elder Linda Dundas.

The Moderator opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. A
quorum was declared present. The Moderator offered a
reading from Luke, Chapter 17 followed by prayer.

Session approved the minutes of the Oct. 16, 2008,
Stated Meeting as presented.

Clerk’s Report: A motion passed to remove Evelyn
G. Crummett (deceased) from the church rolls. A mo-
tion passed to remove Brenda Allanson Nycum and
James Franklin Nycum, III (Nick) from the church rolls
per their request. Session approved request from the
Cub Scouts to have a set-up day for the Pinewood
Derby on Feb. 6, 2009, in Fellowship Hall. Session ap-
proved a request by Linda Hickey for either Sept. 12-
13 or Sept. 19-20, 2009, for the Young family Reunion
in Fellowship Hall. Linda will confirm one of the dates
later. The committee appointed to review the church
rolls (Larry Mayer, Martha Sieck, and Hilda Dundas)
presented a list of 36 names to be moved from the Ac-
tive Roll to the Inactive Roll. After discussion and a
correction of one of the names, Session approved the
committee recommendation. Rev. Wyche will draft a
letter to be sent to each member on the list explaining
this action in accordance with the Book of Order.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Mike Ruleman pre-
sented a detailed Report of Fund Balances as of Nov.
20, 2008, and a Report of Receipts and Disbursements
since the last meeting. The negative balance in the
church General Fund improved from (-$7,901.97) last
month to (-$2,148.94) this month. Other elements of
the 2008 budget remain as anticipated year-to-date
through November.

Presbytery Report: Elder Martha Sieck reported on
the Nov. 11, 2008, Stated Meeting of Shenandoah Pres-
bytery in Keyser, WV. Included in the Presbytery
agenda was a tribute to outgoing General Presbyter
Tom Hay, who has accepted a position in the Clerk’s
office for the PCUSA.

Old Business

Organist Search Committee: Chair Larry Mayer
and Music Director Hannah Bush reported on several
inquiries for our organist position from a recent adver-
tisement on the American Guild of Organists web site.
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Applicants are being contacted and interviews ar-
ranged.

Boy Scout Contact: Scout representative Mike Fallin
presented a written report of Den and Pack activities
for the remainder of 2008 and 2009. Fallin also re-
ported that financial issues for the Boy Scout Troop are
being resolved and that there is a possibility of troop
growth coming from the Cub Scouts (Webelos).

Committee Reports

Property: Chair Richard Rathburn reported that the
new shingle roofing has been installed on the storage
building. Fuel oil consumption is being closely moni-
tored this year. The “Clean up Day” for raking the
leaves and cleaning the grounds has been postponed
from Nov. 22 to Dec. 13.

Stewardship/Finance/Memorial: Acting Chair
Larry Mayer distributed the minutes from the Oct. 23,
2008, committee meeting. The committee presented its
proposed 2009 Budget for Session approval. After dis-
cussion and an explanation of the elements of the
budget, Session voted to approve it as presented. The
committee also informed Session that it plans to move
the Hankins Endowment, used for Easter and Christmas
flowers, to the Hebron Endowment Fund and invest it
with Shenandoah Corporation along with our other en-
dowment funds.

Worship: Chair Hannah Bush presented a committee
recommendation that we proceed with the installation
of a new eight-pedal octave stop on the organ. Based
on the availability of the $9,500 cost through various
gifts, Session approved the recommendation.

Cemetery: Co-Chair Larry Mayer presented a pro-
posal from Billie Banks to create a “Walking Tour’ of
Hebron’s Old Cemetery. This program could be used
for such events as Homecoming or Heritage Sunday.
The program committee is composed of a number of
Hebron members and would be responsible for plan-

(Continued On Page 5)




Presbyterian Women’s News

At the Dec. 9 meeting of Presbyterian Women, notes
of appreciation from charitable organizations to which
the women had recently contributed were acknowl-
edged. These notes are on the PW bulletin board.

Circle #2 will serve the Men’s Supper on Wednesday,
Jan. 21.

$50.00 was given to the Heifer Project honoring Beth
(Wyche) and Somanna Muthanna, who were married
Sept. 26. It was noted that many had commented on the
lovely reception given by the women in their honor.

The Evening of Comfort and Joy: IIl was most suc-
cessful — lots of good food and good fellowship were
enjoyed by many, and we made $1,084.50. Apprecia-
tion was expressed to Joan Wright who was in charge
of the project again this year, and to all the ladies who
supplied all the items to be sold, and the delicious food.

The ladies received $252.36, their share of the money
earned at the food booth served at The Meating Place in
October. They also received interest from the Miss Mi-
nerva Fund.

The ladies voted to make end-of-the-year contribu-
tions to SACRA, Verona Food Bank (where some of
our members volunteer each week), the Salvation Army
(which, added to the money collected by the bell ring-
ers at Kroger, totaled $1,000 with Hebron’s help), and
the Kingsway Help Center (across from old Spotts-
wood School where some of our members have volun-
teered for some time).

Our “Special Folks” were given a Christmas arrange-
ment in a Christmas mug by the ladies, accompanied by
a small gift from the PEP Club.

After Nan Brown led us in a very informative Bible
study, a few of the ladies stayed and wrapped the
Christmas gifts purchased by our youth with donated
money for some of the BME needy families. Fortu-
nately for the ladies, Haskins Coleman, who had
brought Joyce, wrapped gifts while the Circles met.
There were many, and he did a fantastic job.

‘Thank You’ From The Flower Committee

The Flower Committee greatly appreciates ALL who
helped provide flowers for the Sunday morning wor-
ship services during the past year, either from their gar-
dens, or purchased ($30 and up for each arrangement).

Flowers may be given in honor of, in memory of, for
birthdays, anniversaries, etc. Call Hilda Dundas at 886-
0059 if you have flowers from your garden.

The Flower Calendar is posted on the bulletin board
near the church office. If you would like to provide
flowers a certain Sunday, please sign using the special
pen provided. If you have any questions or suggestions,
please call Hilda.

Happy o
Birthday m -

To All! o v

January birthdays are: v

Martha Moore 1

Callie Trimble 3

John Bratton 4 3 t
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Stephen Knight 9

Gary P. Hickman 10 Randy Moyer 23

Megan Riley 16  Nancy K. Cook 25

Linda Hildebrand 18  Frank Henderson 26

David Moore 18  Elizabeth Harris 27

Guy Wright 19 Linda Hickey 28

Amelia Mader 20  Bill Sellers 29

Randolph Whitmore 20 Hannah Bush 30

Steve Carpenter 22 Betty Hastings 30

E. Anne Willard 23 Matthew Hickey 31

Very special birthday wishes to: Amelia Mader
who will be 81 on Jan. 20; Randolph Whitmore who
will be 85 on Jan. 20; and Betty Hastings who will be
81 on Jan. 30.

Congratulations to: Bill and Elva Tuttle who will be
married 62 years on Jan. 13.

Reminder: If you have been omitted from our birth-
day list or know of someone who should be included,
please call the church at 886-1648 with the informa-
tion as we don’t want to miss anyone.

PEP Club Will Meet Jan. 28
The PEP (People Enjoying People) Club, Hebron’s
senior group, will meet Wednesday, Jan. 28, at 1:00
p.m. for their monthly covered-dish lunch in the Fel-
lowship Hall.

Thanks For Your Help!

Thank you to all the ladies who helped to make An
Evening of Comfort and Joy, III a huge success.

Fifty-six women gathered to enjoy an outstanding
dinner and time of fellowship with friends and
neighbors.

We appreciate all those who made donations of
food, merchandise, and time for our special evening.
Donna reports that our efforts raised $1084.50 which
is our best total yet. The Presbyterian Women decided
to make end-of-the-year contributions to the Salvation
Army, Valley Mission, SACRA, Verona Food Bank,
and Kingsway Help Center in Steeles Tavern.

~Joan Wright
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ning and conducting the tours. Session approved this
recommendation from the Cemetery Committee.

Christian Education: Mike Ruleman reported on
various activities planned or under way. Included are
Sunday evening Bible study, youth activities, and youth
Christmas shopping for needy families.

Commitment/Witness: Chair Martha Sieck distrib-
uted the minutes of the Nov. 12, 2008, committee meet-
ing which noted the various offerings and activities
planned. Among them are the Peacemaking Offering,
Christmas Joy Offering, SACRA (Staunton-Augusta
Church Relief Association), CROP (Communities Re-
sponding to Overcome Poverty) Walk, Salvation Army
bell ringing at Kroger on Dec. 5 and 6, Christmas All
Year Round, and Operation Christmas Child.

Congregational Care — Chair Fred Smiley distrib-
uted a report of the committee meeting on Nov. 11,
2008. The committee plans to increase visits to the
homebound during the Christmas season with a sugges-
tion that meals could taken to the homebound. Also, it
was noted that the new greeting cards, designed by

Minutes of December 7
Congregational Meeting

A congregational meeting, called by the Session for
the purpose of electing five elders to serve as the Class
of 2011, was held following the morning worship ser-
vice on Dec. 7, 2008. Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor, called
the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. and opened with
prayer. Alan L. Mayer, Clerk of Session, was appointed
to serve as recording secretary for the meeting. A quo-
rum was declared present.

Nominating Committee Chair Richard Rathburn pre-
sented a slate of seven nominees recommended by the
committee: Jan Botkin, Lorrie Dean, Frank Henderson,
Alan Mayer, Robert Moody, Robin Ruleman, and Lora
Turnage.

The Moderator then asked for nominations from the
floor. No nominations were made and the congregation
voted to close the nominations and proceed to vote for
5 persons from the presented slate.

Written ballots were distributed and the congregation
elected the following five persons to serve as elders in
the Class of 2011: Jan Botkin, Lorrie Dean, Frank Hen-
derson, Alan Mayer, and Lora Turnage. All five per-
sons received the required majority of over 50% of the
votes cast.

There being no further business, the meeting was
closed with prayer by the Moderator at 12:37 p.m.

Meredith Arneson, have been ordered with the hope
that they can be offered to the congregation for the
holidays.

Fellowship: Co-Chair Patsy Shull reported that the
Advent Wreath will be in place on Nov. 30, and the
Christmas wreaths will go up on Dec. 6.

Personnel: No report.

Pastor’s Report: The Pastor reported that home
communion will follow Christ the King Sunday begin-
ning Tuesday, Dec. 2. He also requested to take vaca-
tion Wednesday and Friday, November 26 and 28. This
request was approved. It was also noted that, except for
Easter, the busiest time of the church year is upon us
with four Sundays in advent plus two Christmas Eve
services (4:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.).

New Business: Session approved a recommendation
from the Nominating Committee that a Congregational
Meeting be called for Sunday, Dec. 7, 2008, immedi-
ately following morning worship, for the election of
five new elders for the Class of 2011.

Next Stated Meeting of the Session will be Thurs-
day, Dec. 18, 2008, at 7:00 p.m.

Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer con-
cerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were
shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and
individual prayer. The moderator offered prayer for all
those mentioned.

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the mod-
erator at 9:00 p.m.

Annual Meeting Will Be Jan. 25

At its Dec. 18 stated (monthly) meeting, the Session
of Hebron Presbyterian Church voted to hold the an-
nual meeting of the congregation on Sunday, Jan. 25,
immediately following morning worship.

The congregation will vote on proposed changes to
the terms of call for the pastor; will elect three mem-
bers at large to serve on the 2009 Church Nominating
Committee; will be given the budget for 2009, and will
receive the church’s annual report for 2008.
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Hebron Presbyterian Church
Established 1746

Communion Jan. 4; New Officers Installed Jan. 11

Hebron Presbyterian Church will conduct important
services on the first two Sundays of 2009.

On the first Sunday of the year, we will celebrate the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Please prepare your
hearts and minds for this sacrament.

On the second Sunday, Jan. 11, we will ordain and
install new elders for the class of 2011.

New elders elected by the congregation on Dec. 7 are
Jan Botkin, Lorrie Dean, Frank Henderson, Larry
Mayer, and Lora Turnage.

Special thanks go to our outgoing elders: Hannah
Bush, Linda Dundas, Patsy Shull, Doris Smith, Martie
Sieck, and Emerson Willard.

Only five elders were elected, while six completed
their terms, be-cause the congregation voted several
years ago to reduce the size of the Session from 18 to
15. This was done over three years by letting six elders
rotate off, but only electing five replacements. Begin-
ning in 2009, the Session will have 15 members.

Elders remaining on the Session are Mike Fallin, John
Hildebrand, David Moore, Richard Rathburn, and Mike
Ruleman (who are rotating off at the end of 2009);

and Jon Arneson,
Glenn Mader, Jeff
Simmons, Fred Smiley,
and Joan Wright (who
are rotating off at the

end of 2010). lﬂ\
New chairs of the j [é ££ i
Session’s  standing

committees will be de- @ 0{

cided at the Jan. 15,
2009, meeting of Ses-
sion — the first meeting after the new elders-elect are
ordained and installed.

In the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), of which He-
bron is a member, ordain officers to serve the church as
deacons, elders, or ministers of word and sacrament.

An ordination is comparable to a baptism, in that it is
only done once. Anyone serving as an elder for the first
time is ordained and installed. Anyone who has been
ordained previously is simply installed. Botkin, Dean,
Henderson and Turnage will all be ordained; while
Mayer, who has been ordained, will only be installed.
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